
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1038
 
Main Petitioner: Marjory Robb 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure the 
adequate provision by local authorities of disabled parking spaces for blue 
badge holders 
 
 
Background 
The misuse of disabled parking bays has previously been covered in the 
briefings for Petitions PE908 and PE909, and Petition PE1007. A SPICe 
briefing on Disabled Parking was produced for a members’ business debate 
on motion S2M-1235, in the name of Duncan McNeil, on the abuse of 
disabled parking spaces (May 2004).  
 
The petitioner is calling for the adequate provision of parking spaces for blue 
badge holders, and states that Aberdeen runs an additional Green Badge 
Scheme which is at the expense of blue badge spaces. 
 
Blue Badge Scheme 
The Blue Badge Scheme provides a national arrangement in the UK, and a 
partnership arrangement in most European countries, of parking concessions 
for disabled people who travel either as drivers or passengers.  
 
Blue badge holders: 
• Can park free of charge and without time limit at parking meters on-street 

and ‘pay and display’ on-street parking 
• May be exempt from time limits imposed on other users 
• Can usually park on single or double yellow lines in Scotland without any 

time limit 
• Can park in greenways outwith times of operation. 
 
The scheme does not apply on private roads or in off-street car parks. 
 
Regulations 
The Disabled Persons (Badges for Motor Vehicles) (Scotland) Regulations 
2000/59 SSI, as amended by 2000/170 SSI, 2002/451 SSI and 2007/162 SSI 
set out the system for the use and distribution of blue badges.
 
Blue badges are administered by local authorities. It is entirely at the 
discretion of the local authority whether an applicant is eligible for a blue 
badge. The blue badge can last for a period of between 12 months and 3 
years. Local authorities may charge a discretionary fee for the issue of a blue 
badge, not exceeding £20. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1038.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-04/sb04-33.pdf


 

Eligibility criteria for a blue badge 
Disabled people may qualify for a blue badge if they: 
• receive the higher rate of the mobility component of the Disability Living 

Allowance 
• receive a War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement 
• use a motor vehicle supplied for people with disabilities by the Scottish 

Executive or the Department of Social Security 
• have a severe disability in both upper limbs, regularly drive a motor vehicle 

but cannot turn the steering wheel of a motor vehicle by hand 
• have a permanent and substantial disability which means they are unable 

to walk or have very considerable difficulty in walking.  
• are registered blind 
• are unable to walk or have considerable difficulty in walking because of a 

temporary but substantial disability which is likely to last for a period of at 
least 12 months but less than 3 years 

• are children under 2 whose medical needs require that they are 
accompanied by bulky medical equipment. 

 
Misuse of the Blue Badge Scheme 
Under section 47 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 it is an offence for 
someone to park in a designated disabled parking space, without a blue 
badge.  
 
Local authorities can create parking bays for disabled people, but they only 
become enforceable if they are supported by a Traffic Regulation Order 
(TRO), under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. If a disabled parking bay 
is supported by a TRO then it can only be used by a blue badge holder, 
anyone else would be committing an offence. 
 
In some instances a local authority may designate an advisory disabled 
parking bay, for instance outside a disabled person’s home. Where such 
parking bays are not supported by TROs, disabled drivers are reliant on the 
goodwill of other motorists.  

 
Aberdeen City Council – Green Badge Scheme 
In addition to running the Blue Badge Scheme, Aberdeen City Council also 
runs a Green Badge Scheme. The petitioner says that there are no blue 
badge spaces in the city centre of Aberdeen, but there are 16 green badge 
spaces.  
 
The Green Badge Scheme is unique to Aberdeen. Eligibility is based on 
whether an impairment makes it difficult for a person to use other designated 
city centre parking facilities for disabled people. It provides exclusive access 
to certain specially reserved kerbside spaces which allow for getting out from 
a vehicle either by a side ramp or tail lift, or for the transfer of a driver or 
passenger out into a wheelchair. Kerbs have been lowered at every green 
badge location. 
 
The green badge spaces have a time limit of 3 hours. Holding a green badge 
does not take away the right to hold a blue badge as well. Blue badge holders 
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who park illegally in a green badge bay will be issued with a Penalty Charge 
Notice. The green badge costs £20 a year, and has to be renewed annually. 
 
Eligibility criteria for a green badge 
A disabled person may apply for a green badge under the following 
circumstances: 
• If they have a vehicle excise duty exemption certificate  
• They receive the higher rate of the mobility component of the Disability 

Living Allowance 
• If they are over pensionable age, and not claiming Disability Living 

Allowance 
• Other applicants may apply if they have ‘a permanent and substantial 

disability, which causes inability to walk or considerable difficulty in 
walking’, and are willing to be assessed by an Occupational Therapist. 

 
Information on the Green Badge Scheme is available at:  
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/ACCI/web/site/Disabilities/NSS/dis_GreenBad
ge.asp
 
Scottish Executive 
In March 2007 the Scottish Executive published ‘The Blue Badge Scheme: 
Parking Concessions for People with Disabilities’. It explains the blue badge 
scheme, including eligibility, duties of a badge holder, and where a badge 
holder can or cannot park. 
 
See also the Scottish Executive’s webpage on the blue badge scheme at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Transport/Road/BlueBadgeScheme
 
The Scottish Executive will be publishing research on the abuse of disabled 
parking bays in private car parks, such as supermarkets, shopping centres etc 
in late September/early October 2007.  
 
Scottish Parliament 
A debate on disabled parking was held in the Scottish Parliament on 5 May 
2004, in the name of Duncan McNeil MSP (Scottish Parliament Official 
Report).  See SPICe Briefing ‘Disabled Parking’ 04/33
 
The Equal Opportunities Committee produced the report ‘Removing Barriers 
and Creating Opportunities’ following an Inquiry on disability (2006). The 
Committee recommended the Scottish Executive ‘develop and promote 
suitable mechanisms for the effective enforcement of proper use of accessible 
parking for disabled people wherever it exists’ (Paragraph 1261).
 
Disabled Persons Parking (Scotland) Bill 
Jackie Bailie MSP has lodged a proposal for the Disabled Persons Parking 
(Scotland) Bill. The intention of the Bill is to make advisory disabled persons 
parking bays in residential areas and private car parks enforceable.  
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Nicki Georghiou 
Senior Research Specialist 
SPICe Research 
5 September 2007 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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